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(Pterocarpns indicus\ thlngan (Hopea odorata), and a number of
other trees. Bamboos are plentiful, and various kinds of cane are
found. 'Reserved' forests cover 128 square miles, of which the
greater part is under measures of protection from fire. No forests
have been notified as ' protected/ but the ' unclassed' forests amount
to approximately 2,000 square miles. Teak plantations in an area
of i if acies were started in the year 1876, and in a few of these
fiadaiik has been mixed with young teak with fair success. The
receipts from forests in 1903-4 amounted to 1-6 lakhs. All the
timber extracted from the District is floated down the Salween river
to Moulmein.

Lead and iron ore have been discovered in various places, but
much of the former could not be profitably extracted unless a great
demand for the metal were to arise in the immediate
neighbourhood of the workings. Veins of lead have
also been found in more accessible paits of the District. The ore
is said to contain about 14 oz, of silver to a ton of metallic lead.
An attempt was once made to exploit a vein discovered a short
distance up the Kanyindon, a tributary of the Yunzalin ; but though
much valuable machinery was imported, the work was abandoned
very soon after operations had commenced. The iron ore occurring
in the District is of little or no value. Gold-dust is found in the
Mewaing creek, a tributary of the Bilin, flowing into it from the
west. The inhabitants of the Shan village of Mewaing, who are
mostly petty shopkeepers, wash for gold in the dry season, when the
auriferous mudbanks are exposed. The gold occurs in diminutive
scales, and the result of a season's washing is said to be from one
to two ounces of gold-dust for each worker.

Manufactures are almost non-existent. Cotton-weaving by hand is
carried on as a source of income on a small scale, for vthe most

part by Shan and Taking women,    The industry is       m   ^
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universal among the Karens, whose women supply communications.

the greater part of the requirements of their house-
hold in the way of clothing, but they do not manufacture for sale.
Mats are woven by both men and women for domestic use. Oil is
expressed from sesamum seed in a few oil-mills, the produce being
disposed of in the local market. The Karens are permitted to
manufacture liquor in small quantities for their own consumption.
There are four licensed distilleries for the manufacture of country
spirit for sale.

In addition to traffic with other portions of Burma, there is a
steady trade with Karenni and Siam, over three main routes : the
Dagwin route, leading due east from Papun across the Salween river
into Siam \ the Kyaukhnyat route, somewhat more to the north;